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From the Gospel Visitant. 





(7 We copy the following letter into the Magazine, 
at the request of one of our subscribers. 


Letter to a Minister. 


My Dear Christian Friend and Brother, 

The subject of our friendly conversation yesterday, 
is perpetually revolving in wy mind, and its importance 
as continually magnifying. 

This is not because the subject is new, nor is it be- 
cause | have not heretofore spent much time and study 
to make myself acquainted with the general tenor of 
the wri(ten testimony on it: but the way in which you 
and your brethren in the ministry of your particular or- 
der, understand and communicate this subject, as stat- 
ed by you yesterday, makes it evident to my mind, that 
iu itivestigation of so weighty a subject, in a friendly 
way and with a christian spirit, may tend to the mani- 
festation of divine truth and to the honor of the Re- 
deemer. | would further state, that the impressions on 
my mind which urge me to make this communication 
are not from any desire to perplex your mind with un- 
necessary queries ; but, if ]am not deceived, these im- 


pressions are of a truly religious nature, presenting as | 


an uimate motive, the advancement of the knowledge 
«f salvation to the honor of the Saviour and the peace 
ind harmony of his sincere disciples. 

‘The subject to which | allude is that of atonement, 
no which we had a short conference as we walked in 
hiistian friendship yesterday. 

Your statement of this momentous point of gospel 

docttine was as follows, “| believe in Universal .4- 


| 15. ** And he slew it, and Moses took the blood and 
| put it upon the horns of the altar round shout with his 
finger, and purified the altar, and poured the blood at 
the bottom of the altar avd sanctified it, to make recon- 
ciliation wpon it." 2 Chron. xxim 24, “ And the 
Priests killed them, and they made reconciliation, with 
their blood upon the ultar, to make an atonement for 
‘all Israel.” Ezekiel xlv 15, ‘And one lamb out of 
the flock, out of two hundred, out of the fat pastures of 
Israel, for a meat offering and for a burnt offering, for 
| peace offerings, to make reconciliation for them, saith 
ithe Lord.” Lev. xxiii 27. ** Also, on the tenth day of 
this seventh month shall be aday of atonement.” Heb. 
(ii 17. ** Wherefore in all things it behoveth him to be 
made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merci- 
ful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God 
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.’ 1 
John ii 1, ‘* My little children, these things write I un- 
to you, that ye sin not. And ifany sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; 
and he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.’ Mat. 
x 28. ‘* Even as the son of man came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
formany.’? 1 Tim. ii 6, ** Who gave himeelf a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time.” The foregoing 
quotations, though but a few of the many which might 
be adduced, are undoubtedly, sufficient to show that 
| these four words are applied to the same subject, and 
that no material difference is observable in them. 

That the genera] subject may appear still more evi- 
dent, I will here add the word redemption as synony- 
|mous with the four preceeding words. The scriptures 
| which show that this word is similar in its use with the 








onemen!, but not in Universal Salration.*? I endeav- others, are the following. Heb. ix 12. “ Neither by 
ed to turn your attention immediately to explain the | the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he 
liference between atonement and sajvyation, after 1 had | entered once into the holy place, baving obtained eter- 
btained your consent that afonement and reconcilia-| ya) redemption for us.” Verse 15, ** And for this 
‘fon are synonymous. As our opportunity was short, eause he is the Mediator of the New Testament, that 
however explicit your remarks might appear to you, I | by means of death for the redemption of the transgres- 
collected nothing definite on the subject; therefore | sions that were under the first Testament, they which 


pressed the invitation which through your goodness, pro- | are called might receive the promise of eternal inberi- 


that atonement by Christ is universal, that there is ne 
way to account for the contrary sentiment in our oppo- 
sers, only, that they find it necessary to shut their eyes 
against this part of the word of God: Those who, 
pursuant to that unaccountable tradition of Christ's dy- 
ing to redeem a small elect only ont of the whole fami- 
ly of man, deny the Universality of Atonement, never 
appear willing to meet you on the plain literal testimo- 
| ny of scripture, when reasoning om this pot. ‘They 
are obliged to eay that the word all does not mean the 
whole, or they will turn you off by changing the sub- 
ject. But the plain fact, after all the vain twists and 
turns made by the craftiness of deceivers, is this, the 
Mediator, who gave himself a ransom for all, is the pro-~ 
pitiation for the sins of the whole world. And there is 
no more excuse for denying this fact, than there is for 
denying Christ wholly. As the word of God expresses 
that Jesus, by God's grace, tasted death for every man, 
to say there is one for whom he did not taste death, 
is to deny the word of God as directly as to say that he 
did not taste death for any. 1! have no doubt, dear 
brother, but this proposition is as evident to your mind 
as it is to mine, and you have marvelled a thonsand 
times why it should be so, that any who at all believe 
in Christ, should deny what is so plainly declared in 
God’s word. I have marvelled too, and still marvel at 
the force of tradition. But, sir, while we see motes in 
our brother’s eye, may it not be, that beams are in 
ours? J proceed, 

3dly. To show you that you are not correct in dis- 
allowing Salvation to be as universal as atonement or 
reconciliation. 

Here I wish to bring your mind directly to the que- 
ry which I| stated in conversation. What is the differ- 
ence between Reconciliation and Salvation? How 
can you manage this question? Let us reduce the 
query to an individual. Can one single person be re- 
conciled to God and not be sared in the sense of scrip- 
ture? “Thou shalt cail bis name Jesus for he shall 
save his people from their sins.’’ What difference is 
there between being reconciled and being saved from 
sin? Is not sim all the unreconciliation there is in 





cured me a promise of a conference on the same subject | tance. Rom. iii 23 24. ** For all have sinned and 
this day, if you did not leave town. As I conceived it! come short of the glory of God ; being justified freely | 
qnite uncertain whether I should have the pieasure of | by his grace, through the redemption, that is in Christ | 
the wished for conference, I was induced to improve | Sees 0? 
the earliest hours of my study this day, in arranging the; 2d. I proceed to show that you are scriptually cor-| 
following inquiry into the merits of the general subject, | rect in believing in the universality of alonement, re- | 


man? 
Here, dear sir, is ag plain a fact, and as destitute of 


ambiguity as any subject of humav contemplation. All 


{1 ask of you, is, not to do im this case, as I observed 


our opposers do in the other case, viz. Shut your eyes 
against this part of the word of God. Lift your desires 
to God, that you may examine this subject unembar- 


———— 


that in case you leave town without calling, | may send 


conciliation, propiliation, ransom, redemption. The. 


these researches in an epistle to my friend and fellow! proof of this proposition rests on the validity of scrip- rassed by prepossessions. Let us search for the object 


tures already quoted. 
The apostle John, says, as we have seen, ** Ifany 
man sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 


servant in the ministry of reconciliation. 
I shall direct this investigation, to make the following 
particulars evident. , 
Ist. That you are right in granting that atonement, Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiafion for our 
and reconciliation are synonymous. | sins, and not for ours only, but aleo for the sins of the 


2d. That you are right in the statement that atone-|twhole world.” St. Paul says, that the one Mediator 
gave himself a ransom for ail to be testified in due 


ment is universal as a scripture doctrine. Buf, 

3d., That you are not correct in disallowing salvation | time.” To the Eicbrews he says, ** But we see Jesus 
to be as universal as atonement or reconciliation. whe was made a little Jower than the angels for the 

Ist. As synonymous terms with atonement and re- suffering of death, now crowned with glary and honor, 
conciliation, | will add, Propitiation and Ransom.— that he, by the grace of God, should taste death for 
These four words are undoubtedly of similar significa-| every man.” Col, 119 20. ** For it hath pleased the 
tion inscripture, as will appear from the following quo- | Father, that in him ail fuiness should dwell, and (hav- 
tations. Lev. vi7. “*And the Priest shall make an ing made peace through the blood of his cross) by him 
cfonement for him beiore the Lord; and it shall be for- to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, 
given, for any thing of all that he hatn done, in tres- whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” 
passing therein.” xvi 34. ** And this snali be anever-| 2 Cor. v 19, ‘* God was io Christ reconciling the world 
Jasting statute unto you, to mee an a/onement for the | unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 
children of Israel, for all their sins ounce a year.” vili' These and many more scriptures make it s0 evident 





'of atonement, as declared in the word of truth, ce 
Rom.v 18. ** Therefore as by the offence of one, judg- 
‘ment came upon all men to condemmation; even so, 
by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all 
‘men unto justification of life.”? Can you, sir, believe 
that any man can be justified unto hfe by the righte- 
onsness of Christ, and not be saved fiom sin? See ab@ 
the passage in Row. iii 23 24, which | have already 
quoted to show the use of the word Redemption. “For 
iall have sinned sud come short of the glory of God; 
bemg justified treely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion thet is in Christ Jesus.” Lam confident that you 
wil] not contend that any who are thus justified freely by 
grace will fuil of salvation. See Row. viii 30. ** Aud 
whom he justificd them he also glorified.” Look at 
the word Salvation, See Isaiah li 10. “ The Lord 
bath made bore his holy arm in ‘he eyes of all the na- 
tions; and all the ends of the eur? -hall see the s41.- 





vation of God.” St. Luke ii 6. © and all flesh shall 
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see the salva/ion of God.” 1 Tim. ii 4. ** Who will 
have all men to he saved, and come unto the knowledge | 
of the truth.”? Can these scriptures be broken? Or} 
must they be understood differently from what they say? | 
You very justly contend that atonement is Universal, 





Hecause the scriptures so declare it, in positive terms. | 
You marvel at the professed christian who denies this 
fact; but I now call on you to consider if you do not 


justify those who deny the universality of atonement, ; 
by disallowing the natural force of the word, when you 7 
co the same thing yourself when you cannot avoid uni-| proxy ; for this would, in fact, be no punishment.— 


versal salvation in any other way. 

What is it, dear brother, that drives you to such 
shifts? Do you think it an honor to our blessed Saviour 
to have millions for whom he died remain in sin and re- 
bellion against him eternally? You cannot believe 
thus. Have you the least desire that even one of your 
fellow creatures should miss of salvation? This cannot 
be. Tell me, sir, if you can account for your denying 
universal salvation, in any other way, than you account 
for the conduct of our brethren of a different persuasion, 
who deny the universality of atonement? 

I trust that you will, by no means surmise that I 
make this communication to you from unfriendly mo- 
tives, for | assure you that I feel nothing unfriendly to- 
wards you, or any order. of professors in the world.— 
My sincere prayer to God is, that we may be brought 
to see eye to eye and rejoice in the return of the cap- 
tivity of Zion. I wish to hold myself open to convic- 
tion as J have no interest to support, by arguing falsely. 
I shall be happy to receive whatever you may be pleas- 
ed to communicate in return for this in the spirit of 
jove and friendship ; and if I need rebuke, let the righ- 
teous smite me and itshal! be an excelent oi]. Yours 


‘n faithfulness, H, BALLOU, 
3. 0 
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Punishment for Sin. 


There is no doctrine more explicitly taught in the sa- 
cred writings, than that every transgressor wil] be just- 
ly and adequately punished for his sins. Every crime, 
from the greatést to the least, will bring upon the 
bead of its perpetrator a proportional recompence. 
No sinnercan gounpunished. God will give unto every 
gman as his work shall be. 








Notwithstanding al] are willing to receive these sen- 
timents as truth, it is to be doubted that al] understand 
the conclusions logically deduced from them. Even 


those that believe in the doctrine of eternal punisb- | 


ment, ase tenacious of the ideas which we have express- 
ed; although they destroy the very foundation upon 
which this doctrine is predicated. 

Ne-one who has been made to understand the doc-, 
4rines of men, wil] doubt that it is contended that the, 
penalty of the Jaw .against sin is endless death. It is- 
Yor the support of this idea, that believers m eternal, 

unishment .are netorions. All their labors to prove 
that sin is an infinite evil, are designed to show, that 
the law which takes cognizance of it must, in justice, 
‘have an infinite penalty ; and all their arguments to 








prove that Jesus Christ is an infinite person, are design- 
ed to establish the idea that he made an infinite atone-. 
ment for the sins of men; thus saving them from the’ 
infinite penalty of God’s holy law. Now as all men 
dave sinned, al] have incurred the penalty of the law. 
We have now stated no doctrine ‘but what our oppo- 
nents endeavor to defend. Now I wish to bring for- 
‘ward the sentiment advanced in the commencement, 
viz. that every sinner will be justly and adequately 
punished for al] his transgressions. If the penalty of 
the divine law be endless death, and every man is a 
‘sinner, how can every transgressor be punished for his 
sins? Will endless death be inflicted upon every indi- 
vidual? Will all be eternally miserable? Will Jesus 


your notice, please to give them an insertion in your 


‘sus Christ? It.is believed, if it can be found, stated by: 





| Acts of the apostles, in the 13th chapter, 38th and 39th 
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save none? Surely our opposers will not allow this. —| 


fiow then can al] be punished for their sins according | 
to this statement? Our opposers probably will Bay, | 
that Jesus suffered in our room and stead. But this as! 
not what we are contending for. If Jesus suffered for, 
us, it was he that suffered and notthe sinner. We are 
contending that the si: ner suffers himself. And i 
the language of the scriptures, ** | the Lord seareh the 


his is 
heart, I try the reins, even fo giwe crery man according | 
to his ways.” Men are not punished for their tins by, 
The sinner receives no punishment for his sins, but 
what he himselfendures. This is self-evident. 

We now see that the penalty of God’s law cannot 
be endless death. Let it be remembered, that it must, 


verses, which areas follows—“ Be it known unto you 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins ; and by bim 
all that believe are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” 

This man spoken of here, is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is head over all things tothe church. The apostle 
is very particular in his speech ; and gives the promise 
to no one, unless brought to believe in the great head 
of the church. ‘Through this man, and this man only, 
can one sinner be justified from all things for which he 


‘iscondemned in the law of Moses. The law says, 


cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them. It is writ- 
ten, ‘* Whosoever keepeth the whole law and yet of- 


let it be what it may, be endured by every creature, | fendeth in one point is guilty of all. Therefore by the 


because all have sinned,—And, therefore, it cannot be | 
endless torture, for this would preclude the salvation of | 
any. Upon what, then, shal] we base the doctrine of 
endless punishment? Jf the penalty of God’s law is 
not eternal death, it must fall. 

What then is the penalty? The question is easily 
answered. That punishment which we receive, is the 
penalty, and what God’s law inflicts. Let us reason 
from known facts. All the inconvenienee which we 
suffer in consequence of sin, is inflicted by God. This 


deeds of the Jaw, there shall nv flesh be justified.” Nov, 
it is plain to see, that whosoever is saved, it is by grack 
through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift cf 
God, lest any man should boast. From an attentive 
perusal of God’s word, it is plain to see, that if all men 
are brought to see and feel this humbling doctrine, then 
all will be saved, and not without. If this is not true, 
I should Jike to see it disproved. JAMES 


— DD a 





is punishment. And as God’s Jaw brings us to punish- 
ment, this it the penalty of his law. The upbraidings 
of a guilty conscience, the horrors of a gloomy dun- 
geon, &c. Kc. are the penalty of that law which takes 
cognizance of sin. This law is constituted in the na- | 
ture of things; and, in fact, inflicts its punishment 

more as a necessary, than a penal consequence. Sin 

and misery are inseparably connected. The law then, 

is a law of nature, which punishes the sinner as long as 

he isa sinnerand nolonger. This is all that justice re- 

quires, and this is al] that is needful. Where will be 

the propriety of punishing men after they are freed 

from sin? It will make them no better, and, therefore, 

do no good. Punishment wil] exist no longer than it is 

a benefit. When it is out of the power of man to com- 

mit sin, there will be no law to bring him to punish- 

ment. When his corruptible and natural powers 

which lead him into sin, are dissolved, and he becomes 

a spiritual, immortal, incorruptible, holy being, this | 
law of nature cannot afflict him; he is raised a- 

bove it; he is clothed with those qualities which are 

an impenetrable shield to all the powers of the passions 

ofthe flesh. Nothing wil] ever free man from the con- 

sequences of sin, but a coenstitutional change ; for while 

he is allied to those powers which lead him to sin, he 

must be subject to the inconveniences of it : but when | 
he is constitutionally changed ; when all his sinful 
powers are destroyed and he becomes free from cor- 
ruption, he is freed from sin and its consequences. 


WwW. 
——P 0:0 ae ———_ 
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To Universalists 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


There is, now a days, a great inquiry, to know what 
is truth; and what is the gospel of the grace of God.— 
Hf Messrs. Editors, you think these few lines worthy of 


valuable Magazine. 


It is often dsked, what is that gospel, which was 
preached by the disciples of our Lord and Saviour Je- 


either of the apostles, it must be satisfactory to every 
inquiring mind, 
All scripture, is given by inspiration-of God ; and the 


heavens and earth will sooner pass away, than a word 
he has spoken prove abortive. 


This truth is to be found, without any doubt, in the 
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Short Sermons... No. 5. 


‘* Be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh a reason of the hope that is in you.’ 
1 Peter ii 15, 


That God by his grace will give salvation to all men 
is evident from Titus ii 11, ** For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared.” Hers 
we are assured that God’s grace bringeth salvation te 
allmen. Rom v 20 21, is on this subject: ‘* More- 
over, the law entered that the offence might abound ; 
but where sin abounded, grace did much more abound : 
that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life, by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”? This assures us that grace 
will abound over sin unto eternal life. This is the free 
gift of God: Rom. vi 23, ** The wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal Jife through Jesus Christ.” 
This eternal life is given to all men : ** Therefore, as 
by the offence of one judgment came upon al] men to 
condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one the 
free gift (eternal life) came upon all men unto justifica 


ition of life.” This agrees with 1 John v 11, ** God 


hath given to us eternal life ; and this life is in his Son.” 

Paul informs us that this grace hath appeared in Je- 
sus Christ: See 2 Tim. i 9 10, ** Who hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before lhe world be- 
gan. But is now made manifest by the appearing of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gos- 
pel.” As it is not my intention so much to prove the 
doctrine, as to remove the present objection to it, | 
shall omit the quotation of any more passages of scrip- 
ture for that purpose, at the present time. 

The objection we have mentioned comes too soon. 
Before the doctrine is called lhicentious, it should be 
proved thatit is unscriptural ; for certainly if it is scrip- 
tural, it cannot be licentious. We hear it oftener said, 
that Universalism is licentious, than that it is unecrip- 
tural. Now we are led to think that our opposers raise 
this objection, being conscious of their inability to dis- 
prove it by the scriptures. If they will only shew that 
the bible disproves this doctrine, they will be saved the 
trouble of calling it licentious, But do they even at- 


tempt to prove that it is licentious? Will they say 


that it is licentious for an earthly parent to treat his 





children al] alike?’ If parents feed, and clothe, and 
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educate, and comfort all their children in every poss | stance, and we have reason to believe, it will not prove ofconsistency. ‘This establishes the argument | wished 
ble manner, will the children be more inclined to diso-/to be the last, in which light shall dispel dark-|to maiutain, and the principal one which I contended 
bey them, ebscond, and serve a harder master? Now ness, ond the eyes of the blind be opened, and the 
we al] know that this is unnatural, Ifa parent stud- ‘ears of the deaf unstopped. 
iously endeavored to make his children disobedient,! The Jame begin to walk, the dumb to inquire the 
unkind, unfaithful, and revengeful, he would pursue a| way, in which Zion’s redeemed children may return 
directly opposite course of conduct. He would do by { home, Jaden with rejoicings. Br. Stetson sought, and ; 
some better than he did by others—he would chastise ‘the has found; he knocked and the door wasopened| There wasacertain widow who had long been at- 
them without mercy, and keep them destitute of the | unto him. And we would anxiously pray God, that | tached to the doctrine of Calvinism. With her, lived 
His children following his examples, | his former Brethren in the ministry, may ‘‘ Go and do} her only som, whose fortune it was to believe in the doc- 








for in this discussion. 


Yours respectfully. JUSTITIA. 


—~<=> + co-~— 


ANECDOTE 


comforts of life. 








would conduct upon the same principle. Now we 


should think that, if the charge of licentiousness could 


be justly laid any where, it would be at the threshold of 


And we are willing to give our rea- 
son for so thinking. It is constantly taught that we 
should be perfect as God is perfect. This is the in- 
struction of our Saviour himself, and it is very proper 
and natural. Children naturally follow the examples 
of their parents. Now suppose that the President of 
the United States, possessing full power to do the same, 
should select a part of our citizens, and grant them all 
the favors he could bestow, drive all the rest into a 
town or city and set it on fire, calling upon the favored 
ones to rejoice and praise his holy name for this gra- 
cious display of himself ; what should we think of the 
man? Suppose he were to insist that he was doing 
right, and quote as his authority that doctrine which 
says that ‘*‘ God out of his mere good pleasure elected 
some to everlasting life, while the rest he was gracious- 
ly pleased to pass by; and ordain them to dishonor and 
wrath for their sins to the praise of his vindictive jus- 
tice ?’? Which doctrine should we think licentious ?- 
Tbe President would in this case attempt to attain the 
perfection of the God he worshipped. Now we sol- 
emnly declare that we think, if there is any doctrine 
under heaven licentious this is the one: and we have 
great reason to thank God, that our fellow men do not 
act as this doctrine says that God does. If this doc- 
trine be so moral, and Universalism so licentious, what 
is the reason people do not practice it? Why do not 
parents make this division in their families, and treat 
the rejected with all this rigid cruelty? Why do not 
rulers divide the nation, and distinguish them, as God 
does the elect and non-elect? Why do not physicians 
do thus with their patients, and schoolmasters with 
their pupils? The reason is obvious: it would be high- 
ly criminal. But may not men do as God does? We 
insist upon it that they may. But God does not act in 
this way. And we are happy to say of many of our 
opposers, that their doctrines have no effect upon them ; 
their characters are not so black as that which they 
ascribe to God. RICHARDS, 


partial doctrines. 
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The Southern Association. 


According to appointment, the Southern Association 
of Universalists met at the house of Br. Lewis Metcalf 
in Wrentham, on Wednesday, June 32,1822, and open- 
ed the council in solemn prayer at the throne of grace 
by Br. Seth Stetson. 

Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Moderator. 

Br. Barzillai Streeter, Clerk, 

Received the Rev. Seth Stetson, of Plymouth, into 
fellowship with this Association. Br. Stetson, has been 
for some years a preacher in the Congregational con- 
nexion, but has travelled in spirit and understanding 
through the wilderness of error, and reached the land of 
promise, that in Christ, the seed of Abraham, ‘all na- 
tions, families, and kindreds of the earth shall be-bless- 
ed,’ and ‘every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and wnder the earth, and in the sea, and all 
tht are in them, shal) be heard to say, blessing, honor, 
and glory be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unte the Lamb, forever.” This is not the first in- 


| 
| 
| 





likewise.” Letter of fellowship were also granted, to 
Erothers Barton Ballou, Jacob Frieze, and Benjamin 
Whittemore. For this addition of four brothers to our 
fraternity, the friends of truth cannot fee! too grateful 
to the Lord of the harvest. In these we have learning, 
talents, and virtue. 

We pray the Shepherd and Bishop of Sous, that they 
may be prospered in all their laudable exertions, to ex- 
tend the triumphs of truth, and to promote individual 
and social happiness. 

Order of the Morning Service. 
Introductory Prayer—Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. 
Sermon—Br. B. Streeter.—Text Mat. xiii 33. 
Concluding Prayer—Br. Seth Stetson. 

Afternoon Service. 

Introductory Prayer—Br. Jacob Frieze. 

Sermon—Br. H. Ballou.—Text 1 Cor. i 17. 

Concluding Prayer—Br. Benjamin Whittemore. 

Evening Services 

Introductory Prayer—Br. Thomas Whittemore. 

Sermon—Br. Fayette Mace.—Text Titus ii 11 12. 

Concluding Prayer—Br. Zephaniah S. Crossman. 

These Services were performed in the Baptist Meet- 
ing House, before a crowded, solemn and reepectable 
audience ; and in a manner, as we hope acceptable to 
God, and profitable to men. 

We cannot close these remarks, without expressing 
our acknowledgment, for the cordiality which we 
were received by our friends, and their unremitted ef- 
forts in providing for our convenience, and happiness. 


Will God bless and reward them for all their labor.— 
Having attended to the concerns of the meeting, our 


council was closed, by prayer and thankgiving to God, 
for his providential mercies which had been over us 
during the session, by Br. Robert L. Killam. 


The Association stands adjourned to the 2d Wednes- 
day of December next; then to be holden at the Uni- 
versalist Meeting-House in Western, Mass. 


By order of the Association, 
BARZILLAI STREETER, Clerk. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


To John Brooks. 


Dear Sir,—I have read your communication, publish- 
ed in the Magazine of June 8th, with attention. 1] am 
however, not a little surprised that so much séress 
should be laid upon the passage, which came from 
the mouth of our Saviour, viz. “Say not ye there 
are four months and then cometh harvest?” Whether 
you denominate it an ‘‘ interrogation,” or a ‘ declar- 
ation,” you must certainly be willing to acknowledge, 
that the words proceeded from the lips of our Saviour. 
This ts the only fact for which, in this particular, I con- 
tend. 

In relation to the Greek words—aion and kosmos, 
you have either egregiously misunderstood my meaning, 
or intentionally evaded the force of the argument upon 
which my reasoning rests. 

l have never asserted that aion and kosmos always 
‘** meant the same thing.”? I simply contended for the 





fact, that in the parable of the tares, we were undoubt- 


edly to understand, where Christ says the field is the 
world, (cosmos,) not age (aion,) that in the subse- 
quent verses, the same is to be understood from aion, 
otherwise the parable could not’be read with any degree 


trine of Universal Restoration. This displeased his dear 
m’.ther very much. She often reprimanded him fo: 
his belief, and for reading those books, which treat up- 
on the doctrine. At length, it so happened, that the 
young man came Lome Jate one evening, after bis moth- 





er had retired, but was not asleep. He takes down 





the New Testament ana reads the passage, which 
you will find in Romans viii 38 39, at which the 
old lady very sternly replied, Jonathan, | am very so: 
ry to find you always reading the Universalist books. 
j Destroy that book and go to bed, or that will destroy 
you. To which Jonathan replied; Mother, it is the 
only Testament we have in the house, I don’t like to 
destroy it. Oh! said the old lady, i: sounded so much 
like those plaguey books, J really thought it was on: 
of them.—Christian Reposiiory. 


Religious and Masonic Notice. 


The Corner Stone of the edifice about to be erected 
for public worship, by the Universalist Society in Cam- 
bridgeport, will be laid in Masonic form, on Monday 
next, the 24th inst. The services wil] commence «+ 
half past 2 o’clock, P. M. 


To Readers and Correspondents. 


The Editors present their sincere thanks to their cor 
respondents; but they feel obliged to remind some o: 
them that it is pecessary a rambling manner of writing 
should be carefully avoided in al] argumentafive com- 
munications. Such communications must be compos- 
ed both systematically and concisely, or they are of no 
value.” It is also necessary that al] communications, of 
every kind, should be corrected before they are sent.— 
Some have been received with a postscript affixed re- 
questing the Editors to correct them ; such will invaria- 
bly go unnoticed, unless they should posses some pecu- 
liar excellence. 

Erratia. In our last No. page 204, last column, ani 
iSth line from the top, for ** common station of humui- 
ity,” read ‘** common station of humanily.” 

In Magazine No. 49, page 195, the communication 
over signature * Hallowell,’ 3d line from the top, in 
stead of the “ Rev. M. C.” it should read ** Rev. 
Mr. C.” 





ee 
MARRIED, 

In this City.—Capt. Cornelius Etlis, of Boston, to 
Miss Susan Bethiah Hastings, of Chelsea. 

Mr. Chester Guild, of Roxbury, to Miss Harriet 
Fiske, daughter of Mr. Wm. F. 

By Rev. Mr. Eaton, Mr. Thomas Cannon to Miss 
Mary-Ann Farmer. 

By Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Richard S. Hyde to Miss 
Maria Parker. 

Mr. Elisha Trowbridge, of Portland, to Miss Marga 
ret Stimpson, of Boston. 

In Plymouth.—Mr. Timothy Berry to Miss Maria 
Allen, daughter of Dea. John Allen. 








DIED, 
In this City.—Mrs. Vlizabeth Shaw, aged S97, con- 
sort of the iTon. Lemue] Shaw, and daughter of Josiah 
Knap. hsq. 
Sophia Cotton, only child of Isaac and Ann Jenney, 
aged 3 years. . 
In Newburyport.—Mr. John Stone, aged 70. While 
exercising hin<elf in his garden, he instantaneously felt 


land expired ! 
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POET’S CORNER. 
3 SELECTED. 
BLINDNESS. 


By E. Rushton, the poetical but blind Bookselter of 
Lirerpool, Eng. 








Ah, think, if June's delicious rays, 
The eye of Sorrow, can illume ; 
Or wild December's beamless days 
Can fling, o'er all, a transient gloom ; 
Ah, think, if skies, obscure or bright, 
Can thus depress or cheer the mind,—~ 
Ah, think, ’midst clouds of utter night, 
What mournful moments wait the Blind / 


And who shall tell his cause for woe !— 
To love the wife he ne’er shall see ; 
To be a Sire, yet not to know 
The silent babe that climbs his knee ; 
To have his feeling daily torn, 
With pain, the passing meal to find ; 
To live distress’d and die forlorn,— 
Are ills that oft await the Blind. 


When to the breezy uplands led, 

At noon, or blushing eve, or morn, 
He hears the red-breast o’er his head, 

While round him breathes the scented thorn ; 
But oh! instead of Nature's face, 

Hills, dales, and woods, and streams combin’d, 
Instead of tints, and forms, and grace, 

Night’s blackest mantle shrouds the Blind. 


If rosy Youth, bereft of sight, 
Midst countless thousands pines unblest, — 
As the gay flow’r, withdrawn from light, 
Bows to the earth where al] must rest,— 
Ah! think, when life’s declining hours, 
To chilling pen’ry, are consign’d, 
And pain has palsied all his pow’re, 
Ab, think what woes await the Blind. 


And wien they had sung an hymn, they went out 
into the Mount of Olives.".—Mat. xxvi 30. 


The winds are hush’d,—the peaceful moon 
Looks down on Zion’s hill, 

The city sleeps,—’tis night’s calm noon, 
And all the streets are still. 


Save when, along the shaded walke, 
We hear the watchman’s call, 

Or the guard’s footstep, as he stalks 
In moon-light on the wail. 


How soft, how holy is this light! 
And hark! a mournful song, 
As gentle as these dews of night, 

Floats on the air along. 


Affection’s wish, devotion’s pray'r 
Are in that holy strain ; 

‘Tis resignation,—not despair, 
*Tis triumph,—tho’ ‘tis pain. 


Tis Jesus and his faithful few, 
That pour that hymn of love ; 
O God! may we the song renew, 
Around thy beard above. PIERPONT. 
= 


** He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 
Lord; and that which he bath given will he pay him 
again,” SoLomon, 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. |saints, who shall not fear thee, for thou only art holy. 
For all nations shall come and worship before thee, for 
The propriety of Sacred Music, | thy judgments are made manifest. 

. ‘The hundred and forty-four thousand who stand on 
mount Sion with the Lamb that was slain, sing a new 
tions. song peculiar to their exalted station. 

When the Amighty laid the foundations of the earth,| From the foregoing scripture accounts, to which 
when he raised the glorious superstructure of the heav-| might be added many more, we have no doubts of the 
ens, then did the morning stars sing together, and all} divine propriety of singing the praises of God in his pub- 
the sons of God shouted for joy. lic and private worship. 

In the bright, reflecting mirror of the wisdom of God, By the account which we have in the Old Testa- 
these elder born sons of immortality saw, unfolded, the | ment, we are informed that great attention was paid to 
mysteries of salvation and rejoiced. the order and regularity of sacred music in public wor- 

When the long oppressed family of special promise! ship, Shenaniah chief of the Levites, because he was 
was delivered from the iron furnace, by the out stretch- | shilful, was appointed to conduct this delightful service 
ed arm of invisible power; when (he sons of Abraham If victories furnish ample matter for the heroic song ; 
found themselves safe on the opposite shore of the Red) if a country’s prosperity be justly recorded in animat 
Sea, from their enemies, ‘‘ then sang Moses and the | ing verse for public and private entertainment; if mor. 
children of Israe} this song unto the Lord, saying, | will’ tal love be sung in meliing numbers, how infinitely 
sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumped gloriously :— | more worthy and sublime are the glorieus subjects of 
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. | sacred music ! 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he is be- | God, the Creator of al] things, in the plenitude of his 
| perfections, the fair creation beneath his controul, the 





and of singing the praises of God in onr devo. 





come my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare 
him an habitation; my father’s God and I wil] exalt | mysteries of redeeming love and grace, the victories of 
him.’? This ancient and justly celebrated song of tri-| the cross, death and hell overcome, sin finished, and 
umph was rendered superlatively exhilarating by the | transgressions brought to av end, life and immortality 
responsive timbrels in the hands of mothers, wives and | brought to light, the gospel preachéd, the prosperity ot 
daughters, who gratefully appreciated their deliver-| Sion, the joys of bope of immortal glory with a thou- 
alice. |sand other subjects bright and glorious call aloud for 

In establishing tue ark of the covenant in mount Zi-' praise. Here we may sing with the spirit and with the 
on, and ordering the worship of God, David the king "understanding. 
and sweet psalmist of Israel, appointed those who were| -As the beauty and perfection of music consists in the 
expert in singing, who with instruments of music, | variety and harmony of sounds, and union of voices, it 
performed the delightful service of praising God, whose | admonishes those who waifon God and his church in 
mercy endureth forever. And to Asaph and his breth-| this most delightful service, to keep in the unity of the 
ren did he deliver that renowned song of praise record-| spirit of devotion, and to have the glory of God ani 
ed in the 16th of Ist of Chron. Sion’s prosperity as their ultimate object. 

At the dedication of the temple, the Levites which 
were of the singers, Asaph, Herman and Jeduthan, 
those three masters of sacred music, with their breth- 
ren, all arrayed in white linen, having cymbals, psalte- 
ries and barps, and joined by an hundred and twenty 
priests, shouting with trumpets, made one sound in 
praising and giving thanks to the Lord, ‘* for he is good, 
for his mercy endureth forever; then did the divine 
presence appear inaciloud, and his glory filled the 
house. 

When the fulness of times, signified by the testimony 
of these, by whom God at sundry times and in diverse 
manners spake in times past unto the fathers, for the 
advent of the Messiah, had come, to joyful was the oc- 
casion, that an innumerable company of the heavenly 
hosts celebrated the auspicious event in a hymn of su- 
blime praise, pronouncing the words of that song which 
will continue to delight the sons and daughters of Sion 
so long 2s glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, 
and good wil] towards men shall be their theme. 





CHARITY. 

Happy is the man who has sown in bis breast (.¢ 
seeds of charity and love! From the fountain of lis 
heart rise rivers of goodnes; and the streams overflow 
for the benefit of mankind. He assists the poor in their 
trouble ; he rejoices in promoting the welfare of all men. 
He does not harshly censure his neighbor ; he believes 
not the tales of envy and malevolence, nor repeats 
their slanders. 

He forgives the frailties of men ; he wipes them from 
his remembrance: revenge and malice have no place in 
his heart. For evil he returns not evi): he hates not 
even his enemies; but requites their injustice with 
friendly admonition. The griefs and anxieties of men 
excite his compassion : he endeavors to alleviate the 
weight of their misfortunes ; and the pleasure of suc- 
cess rewards his labor. 

He calms the fury, he heals the quarrels of angry 


When the Saviour of the world entered Jeruselem in| ™°" + and prevents the mischiefs of strife and animosi- 


the meek manner described by the propbet,a great mul- ty: He promotes vad his neighborhood align aad. goad 
titude spread their garments, and branches of trees in _ and his name is repeated with praiee and bene- 
the way and rejoiced, eaying, hosannah to the Son of i sone 
David, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord, hosannsh in the highest. 

At the institution of the sacramental supper, votwith- 


Goodness of God. 
God is the kindest and best of beings. He is oar 


standing his hour of suffering was nigh, Jesus, in the Father. He approves us when we do well; he pities 
sacred joy of his heart, joined in a hymn of praise to | us when we err; and he desires to make us happy for- 
him in whom he put his trust. ‘ever. How greatly should we love so good and kind a 

Says the apostle of the Gentiles, I wil] sing with the rumer! see Low careful should we be to serve and 
spirit and I will sing with the understanding also—Aud | Please bim! 


he directs his christian brethren, to admonish one anoth- ery 
er in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. CP Our Subscribers and Patrons 


Those who have gotton the victory over the beast, are reminded that this Number con- 
over his image, over bi k, and it ber of ; 
eet on the ten of chase wincled nth a, (eludes the 3d Volume of the Mag- 


his name, stand on the sea of glass mingled with fire, 











having the harps of God, and they sing the song of Mo- azine. A Title-page and Index will 


ses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb; say- i 2 ‘ . 2 
ing, great and magvellous are thy works Lord God Al- be forwarded in the course of a few 


mighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of days. 
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